
	
  

	
  

Carolyn Laubender is lecturer in the Department of 
Psychosocial and Psychoanalytic Studies at the University of 
Essex. Her current book project is The Child in Mind: 
Psychoanalysis, Politics & the Clinic. Neil McLaughlin is 
Professor of Sociology at McMaster University in Canada. His 
latest book is Erich Fromm and Global Public Sociology. 
Carine Minne is Consultant Psychiatrist in Forensic 
Psychotherapy at Broadmoor Hospital & Portman Clinic, 
President of the International Association for Forensic 
Psychotherapy, co-Editor of International Journal of Forensic 
Psychotherapy, and  published many papers. David Morgan is 
co-editor of Free Associations and chair of the Political Minds 
Seminars at the Institute of Psychoanalysis. His latest books are 
the 2 volume set The Unconscious in Social and Political Life. 
Patricia Morris is a psychoanalytical psychotherapist whose 
books include Crazy Love: 50 Therapy Lessons. Susie Orbach 
is psychotherapist, writer and social critic and author of 
numerous books. Ian Parker is secretary of Manchester 
Psychoanalytic Matrix and President of the College of 
Psychoanalysts - UK. His latest book is Psychology Through 
Critical Auto-Ethnography.  

       Agnieszka Piotrowska is Director of the University of 
Creative Arts' School of Film, Media and Performing Art and 
Free Associations film editor. Her latest book is Creative 
Practice Research in the Age of Neoliberal Hopelessness. Barry 
Richards, an originator of The Public Sphere conferences, is 
Professor of Political Psychology at Bournemouth University 
and is a former editor at Free Associations. His latest book is 
The Psychology of Politics. Sasha Roseneil is Executive Dean 
of the Faculty of Social and Historical Sciences, a Professor of 
interdisciplinary Social Science in the Institute of Advanced 
Studies at UCL, and is a psychoanalytical psychotherapist. She 
is a founding editor of the journal Feminist Theory. Her books 
include Reproducing Citizens: Family, State and Civil Society. 
Michael Rustin, a key figure in organising The Public Sphere 
conferences, is Professor of Sociology at the University of East 
London and a visiting professor at the Tavistock. He is a 
founding editor of the journal Soundings and is the author of 
many books, including Reading Klein and Social Defences 
Against Anxiety. Sabby Sagall, former Senior lecturer in 
sociology at the University of East London, is author of Final 
Solutions: Human Nature, Capitalism and Genocide and the 
forthcoming Capitalism and Classical Music. Valerie Sinason 
is a widely published poet, writer, child psychotherapist and 
adult psychoanalyst. Phil Stokoe is a psychoanalyst whose 
latest book is The Curiosity Drive. Eli Zaretsky is Professor of 
History at the New School for Social Research. He is author of 
Secrets of the Soul, Why America Needs a Left and Political 
Freud. 
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Carlton Jama Adams is a psychologist and chair and 
associate professor at John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice. Lord John Alderdice is a psychiatrist and 
psychoanalytic psychotherapist and former leader of the 
Alliance Party in Northern Ireland. Lisa Appignanesi is 
Chair of the Royal Society of Literature and former 
Chair of the Trustees of the Freud Museum. The latest of 
many books is Everyday Madness. Constanza 
Arganguren is former Scientific Chair of the Colombian 
Psychoanalytic Society. Lene Auestad is an associate 
member of the Norwegian Psychoanalytic Society, 
founder of the annual Psychoanalysis and Politics series 
and author of several books. Stephen Eric Bronner is 
Distinguished Professor emeritus of political science at 
Rutgers University and author of many books. Amy 
Buzby is associate professor of political science at 
Arkansas State University and is books editor at Free 
Associations. David Bell is a Training and Supervising 
Psychoanalyst of the British Psychoanalytical Society 
where he served as President (2010-2012). His recent 
books include Reason and Passion, Psychoanalysis and 
Culture. Penny Campling is a medical psychotherapist 
whose books include Intelligent Kindness (with John 
Ballatt). Farhad Dalal is a psychotherapist and group 
analyst whose books include CBT: The Cognitive 
Behavioural Tsunami. Stephen Frosh is Professor in the 
Department of Psychosocial Studies at Birkbeck, former 
Consultant Clinical Psychologist at the Tavistock and 
author of many books. 
 
      Samir Gandesha is Director of the Institute for the 
Humanities at Simon Fraser University. His latest book 
is Spectres of Fascism. Jill Gentile  PhD, is adjunct 
clinical associate professor at NYU Program in 
Psychotherpy and Psychoanalysis, and co-author (with 
Michael Macrone) of Feminine Law: Freud, Free Speech 
and the Voice of Desire. Rye Dag Holmboe Ph.D is a 
writer and academic His research focuses on 
psychoanalysis and the creative process. Robert D. 
Hinshelwood is a Fellow of the British Psychoanalytical 
Society, previously Professor, Centre for Psychoanalytic 
Studies, University of Essex. He has published many books 
along with a forthcoming festschrift on Robert M. Young. 
Kurt Jacobsen is co-editor of Free Associations and 
research associate at the University of Chicago The latest 
of his many books is International Politics and Inner 
Worlds: Masks of Reason under Scrutiny. Annie Lee Jones 
is a clinical psychologist and co-chair of the Ethnicity,  
Race, Culture, Class and Language Committee at New 
York University's Postdoctoral Program in Psychotherapy 
and Psychoanalysis. Amal Treacher Kabesh is Associate 
Professor in the School of Sociology and Social Policy at 
the University of Nottingham and author most recently of 
Postcolonial Masculinities ad editor of Twelve Essays on 
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Is the therapeutic goal of 'ordinary 
unhappiness' at odds with the pursuit of 
social justice, that is, of altering skewed 
environments that we all operate within? 
Freud's objective, after all, was never 
stipulated as the ultimate limit of 
psychoanalytic ambition but rather as a 
creditable mark of therapeutic achievement 
for someone starting from hysterical misery. 
Does the psychoanalyst's task necessarily 
end where the doorstep to the consulting 
room begins? Is it reasonable, and practical, 
to assume that unjust social conditions do 
not accompany the client/patient into the 
therapeutic situation, and affix to them no 
less powerfully when the hour is up?  	
  	
  

Novelist Mary McCarthy rued as 
"Pharasaical virtue" any attempt "to fill a 
child's stomach and send it home to be 
hungry again." Is there not a psychological 
counterpart to this plight? 

Race, class and institutional power matter 
and are not (only) mental constructs. Should 
one ever encourage a client, figuratively 
speaking, 'to take up arms against a sea of 
troubles'?  What is the proper ambit of 
analysis?  The 3 day conference explores 
acute professional challenges and dilemmas 
that arise from confronting the power 
exerted by external arrangements upon us. 
Where do we draw the line between internal 
and external forces, and why? We bring 
together psychoanalysts, historians, 
philosophers and cultural theorists to debate 
these crucial issues. We strive as ever to 
operate in the critical spirit of journal 
founder and conference cofounder Robert 
Maxwell Young (1935-2019). We also 
honour Ivan Ward for his contributions over 
the years. 

 
SUNDAY 26 September 
2:00-3:45PM Panel 5 
Roundtable Discussion 
Social Justice and "Group Psychology and the 
Analysis of the Ego" 
Lene Auestad, Amy Buzby, Bob 
Hinshelwood, Agnieszka Piotrowska, Sabby 
Sagall 
Chair: Barry Richards 
 

3:45-4:10 PM Afternoon break 
 

4:10-5:55 PM Panel 6 
Is Social Justice Just an Obscure Object of 
Desire? 
Lord John Alderdice, Neil McLaughlin, Ian 
Parker, Susie Orbach 
Chair: Lisa Appignanesi 
 
5:55-6:00 PM 
Closing Remarks 
 

A
M
ER
IC
AN	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
RO
AD	
  

 
FRIDAY 24 September, 
Welcoming remarks 2:00-2:10PM 
David Morgan 
 
2:10-3:55PM Panel 1  
Perils of Adjustment in an Age of Rising 
Inequality 
David Bell, Penny Campling, Jill Gentile, Eli 
Zaretsky 
Chair: David Morgan 
 
3:55-4:15PM Afternoon break 
 
4:15-6PM Panel 2 
Is Rationality Reasonable? 
Stephen Eric Bronner, Samir Gandesha, Rye 
Dag Holmboe, Michael Rustin 
Chair: Kurt Jacobsen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SATURDAY 25 September  
2.00-3.45PM Panel 3 
Diverity as Panacea?: Integrating 
Considerations of Race, Caste and Class 
Carlton Jama Adams, Farhad Dalal, Stephen 
Frosh, Annie Lee Jones 
Chair: Amal Treacher Kabesh 
 
3:45-4:15PM Afternoon break 
4:15-6;00 PM Panel 4 
Off the Oasis: Consulting Rooms and the 
Intrusive World 
Constanza Aranguren, Carolyn Laubender, 
Patricia Morris, Valerie Sinason, Carine 
Minne 
Chair: Phil Stokoe 

 
 
 
 

 
	
  


