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Spaces of the Unconscious

Psychoanalysis and Surrealism in the digital age

Saturday 9th October
This conference is organised to accompany new work by Kathleen Fox which questions the ways in which the thresholds between the conscious and the unconscious are negotiated and how the viewer is impelled into spaces that are simultaneously real and imaginary. We now live in a world saturated with fantasy images and 'bizarre objects'. How does this affect our sense of self and reality?
Conference Programme 
9.30: Registration/Coffee
10.00 Welcome by Dawn Ades

10.15 Introduction by Krzysztof Fijalkowski 

10.30 Roger Cardinal: Freud’s collections
11.00 David Sorfa: Between Theory and Practice: Psychoanalysis and Surrealism in the Work of Bohuslav Brouk
11.30 Coffee

11.45 Karl Foster: ‘Dialogue box’: objects and psychotherapy
12.15 Discussion

12.45 Lunch

2.00 Claire Pajaczkowska: Transformational Matter and Imaginary Space: Tactile and Other Senses


2.30 Majella Munro: Excavating the Subconscious: Psychoanalysis in Japan and the Surrealist Response


3.00 Discussion
3.15 Tea break

3.30 Michael Richardson: Gradiva Rediviva: an Alchemical Encounter
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4.00 Steve Pile: Freud and the Spaces of the Unconscious
4.30 Plenary Discussion
5.00 Close
The conference will be preceded by a special film screening and introductory talk on Friday 8th October 7-9pm - venue and registration details to be announced.

Contributors:
Krzysztof Fijalkowski is senior lecturer in Fine Art at Norwich University College of the Arts. He edited with Michael Richardson Surrealism against the Current in 2001 and has published extensively, particularly on surrealism in Eastern Europe, photography and design. He is also translator of Gherasim Luca, The Passive Vampire (Twisted Spoon, 2008) among several other books.

Dawn Ades is Emeritus Professor at the University of Essex and a fellow of the British Academy. She has been co-Director of the Centre for the Study of Surrealism and its Affinities and is a major promoter of the study of surrealism, having co-curated many major exhibitions such as Dada and Surrealism Reviewed (Hayward, 1977-8), L’Amour fou: Surrealism and Photography (Hayward, 1984) and Undercover Surrealism (Hayward, 2006).
Roger Cardinal is Emeritus Professor at the University of Kent. He is the author of Figures of Reality: a Perspective on the Poetic Imagination (1981) and has written extensively on surrealism and is also an expert on the Art Brut, having written the pioneering study Outsider Art in 1972. With Robert Short, he also wrote Surrealism, Permanent Revelation.
David Sorfa is Programme Leader in Film Studies at Liverpool John Moores University, and his publishing activity around surrealist film has a particular interest in psychoanalytic perspectives. His current research on writer Bohuslav Brouk has identified the unique case of an active member of the 1930s Czech surrealist group who was also a practicing psychoanalyst, opening a new field of study for English-language scholarship.
Karl Foster is a lecturer, designer and educationalist, and with Kimberley Foster runs the creative partnership Hedsor whose ‘dialogue boxes’ use one-off sculptural assemblages closely resembling classic ‘surrealist objects’ to focus audience response in museums and galleries. His background in psychotherapy (Tavistock Clinic) will help explore these objects as instances of ‘functional surrealism’ within educational and therapeutic contexts.
Claire Pajaczkowska is Senior Research Tutor at the Royal College of Art where she supervises doctoral research. As Leverhulme Research Fellow into the Sublime and the Transcendent she wrote several essays on the cultures of sublimity. Shame and Sexuality: Psychoanalysis and Visual Culture, co edited with Ivan Ward, was published by Routledge in 2008, and an essay 'Tension, Time and Tenderness' in The Virtual and Other Digitalities edited by Griselda Pollock was published by I.B. Taurus 2009.
Majella Munro is an art historian, journalist and Japanologist whose work focuses on censorship and cultural repression. She is managing editor of Modern Art Asia, an online post-graduate journal dedicated to Asian art history and her book on Japanese erotic art was published by Erotic Review Books in 2008. She is currently undertaking research on surrealism in Japan at the University of Essex.
Michael Richardson is Visiting Fellow at Goldsmiths University of London and has published widely on surrealism and questions of cultural communication. He is author of Surrealism and Cinema (Berg, 2006); The Experience of Culture (Sage, 2001) and Georges Bataille (Routledge, 1993). His most recent book is Otherness in Hollywood Cinema (Continuum, 2010).
Steve Pile teaches Geography in the Faculty of Social Sciences at The Open University. He has published on issues concerning place and the politics of identity. He is author of Real Cities: modernity, space and the phantasmagorias of city life (2005) and The Body and The City: psychoanalysis, subjectivity and space (1996). He has also worked on many collaborative projects, including Handbook of Cultural Geography (2003) (with Kay Anderson, Mona Domosh and Nigel Thrift) and Mapping the Subject (1995) (with Nigel Thrift). He is currently working on early Freudian psychoanalysis and geographies of the body.

�





�








